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BMK  

Presidents Message  
Vince Lattanzio, President 
Steve Nash, Vice-President 
Chris Fehring,  Director 

Mercy Angelopulos, Director 
Cheryl Furst, Director 

	
Community	Calendar	

	
November	

Nov.	30th-	N	Lagoon	Dredge		TBD		
Nov.	18	-	BMK	Town	Hall	Pancake	

Breakfast	10:00AM		
December-	Santa	by	Sea	
January	1	2024-	Icicle	Day	

	
Office	–	Community	Center			

	
November	

Nov	16	BMK	CSD	Meeting	7:30	
Closed	Thanksgiving	23,24	

	
December	

Dec	14	BMK	CSD	Meeting	7:30	
Closed		12/28,29	&	1/1/24	

	

Issue, Date 

 

2 
3 

4 
Ph: (415) 883-4222  Fax: (415) 883-3683 

BMK Board of Directors 
BMK Community Service District 
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Presidents Message    Continued from pg. 1 
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The Proposed National Wildlife Refuge Expansion will impact the Bel 
Marin Keys CSD & Community by being directly adjacent to Bel Marin 
Keys and the Novato Creek. The National Refuge has a primary goal of 
promoting national recreational public access next to our community which 
has not been addressed. The adjacent Proposed National Refuge has no set 
boundaries defined in the Bill and is unclear on inclusion or impacts to the 
Novato Creek and BMK. 
  
This significantly impacts how we can protect and maintain our 
Community. The Bill proposed is not specific and offers no legal protection 
for the BMK CSD’s existing agreements & regulations with the State or 
County. Don’t be fooled by Rep Garamendi’s “Misleading Press Releases, 
there is nothing in this Bill or National Wildlife Refuge Act that protects 
BMK land agreements or those in progress.  Additional Federal wildlife 
protections are mentioned in the Bill, which can translate to additional 
regulations-, which are not defined. 
 
This Bill is being rushed through the public outreach process without 
contacting local governments (BMK CSD) & BMK residents as impacted 
neighboring landowners. At this time there is inadequate information for 
public comment to be submitted or presented for a vote by Congress.  
Note: This is the third attempt in the last 20 years by US F&W to establish a 
Federal Wildlife Refuge, which could further regulate BMK’s maintenance 
of our Lagoons, Locks, Levees, and the Lower Novato Creek access to  
San Pablo Bay.  
 
Comments & Questions: 

(1) Inadequate Community Outreach – Wildlife Refuge Expansion was 
adequately advertised to the public with no public meetings organized -The 
BMK Community Service District was not engaged as required by law per 
the National Wildlife System Administration Act. 

(2) Duplication of State & Federal Regulators & Permitting - What additional 
environmental surveys will be required for BMK as adjacent landowners? 
What other Federal regulations will be applicable to BMK as all add expenses  
or restrictions to BMK CSD / BMK taxpayers waterways maintenance. 

(3) Will the Federal Government honor agreements in progress with the SCC 
for the BMKV/ Hamilton Wetlands Restoration under construction? BMK 
CSD holds title to 300 acres to mitigate flooding in our community. 

(4) Will the Federal Government protect the BMK Community by building a 
FEMA certified levee as requested by the BMK CSD - the current levee built 
by the State is not FEMA certified and not adequate to protect our 
community of over 2000 residents. 

(5) Unanswered Questions BMK / County Ordinances & Posting for No 
Hunting- No Fishing – Fishing is prohibited as well as other activities along 
our south lagoon levee, which the BMK CSD maintains. The SCC has agreed 
and posted BMK V as No Hunting. 

Continued next page  

“San Pablo	National	
Wildlife	Refuge		
Expansion	Act"	 

 
BMK will be impacted.   

& 
BMK has not been informed 

or involved in developing any 
plans for a Proposed National 

Wildlife Refuge next door ! 
 

• BMK CSD  or Community 
is not identified on the map 
included with the Proposed 
Draft Bill for Congress. 

• Comment Deadline      Dec 
12, 2023 

• Priority uses for the refuge 
are listed as hunting, 
fishing, wildlife viewing, 
photography  National 
Wildlife Refuges draw large 
numbers of visitors from 
outside Marin.  

• No outreach for local public 
input from BMK CSD or co-
developing  “a plan for 
compatible uses for a 
Proposed National Refuge”  

• Refuge expansion borders 
BMK, our community of 702 
homes and the Novato 
Creek and will impact our 
waterways maintenance. 

•  
*Required by the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Administration Act 
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(6) State Property Transfer -The BMK CSD  is expected to receive 
ownership of from the State of the South Lagoon Levee, however the 
proposed National Wildlife Refuge Expansion / land sale/transfer 
may be causing them to drag this out. Will the National Wildlife 
Refuge modify existing Marin County laws as they have the ability to 
do per the NWRA?  

(7) Additional / Changing Federal Regulations- BMK Levees, locks and 
dredging / fill projects are thoroughly regulated by 9 agencies 
including; US ACE, NOAA, SWRCB, CA F&G, US FWS, MARIN 
COUNTY, BCDC, STATE LANDS. SCC. What additional Federal 
regulations will be required for our maintenance projects as 
property would be adjacent to a National Wildlife Refuge? 

(8) Public Access Regulations and Locations- Please identify 
what types of access will be allowed and where those points 
of entry will be. Will entrance fees be charged? Where will 
parking for Public Access be located?   

(9) Unregulated Public Access- Has put a significant and 
inequitable financial burden on the residents of BMK in the 
past as no maintenance / inadequate management has been 
provided by State (SCC) or regulation by including CA Fish 
& Game. How will CA F&G patrol or enforce regulations 
with no budget for enforcement staff?   

(10) How does this expansion provide additional protections for 
endangered species and critical wildlife habitat? This wetlands 
restoration was no funded by congress for  public recreations but for 
the protection of endangered species and beneficial use of dredge 
spoils from the Port of Oakland. 

Bill by U.S. Representative John Garamendi (D-CA08), "San Pablo National 
Wildlife Refuge Expansion Act" for public review and comment, with 

Representatives Jared Huffman (D-CA02) and Mike Thompson (D-CA04)  

https://garamendi.house.gov/sites/evo-
subsites/garamendi.house.gov/files/evo-media-

document/garame_120_xml.pdf 

For more information see the BMK CSD Website 

www.bmkcsd.us 

Comments MUST be submitted to Congressman 
Garamendi's office before Dec. 12, 2023 at: 

https://iqconnect.house.gov/iqextranet/EForm.aspx 
?__cid=CA03JG&amp;__fid=100033 

 
by Sue Lattanzio- Friends of Novato Creek 

BMK Resident 37 years 

Continued from pg. 3 

Photos-Sue Lattanzio- River Otters- South Lagoon & Crossing Bay Trail,                                           
Burrowing Owl-  BMK V Levee , Western Pond Turtle- Pacheco Pond 
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Flood Zone 1 Marin County Update– Flooding Matters 

Sue Lattanzio –MC Zone 1 Advisory Board 
 
 

 
	
	
Bel	 Marin	 Keys	 is	 located	 in	 Flood	 Zone	 1	 in	 Marin	 County.	 The	Marin	 County	Flood	Control	 and	Water	
Conservation	District,	a	special	district	under	the	Marin	County	Department	of	Public	Works,	recognizes	that	a	
multi-agency	approach	is	needed	to	mitigate	flooding.	Flood	Zone	1	is	the	largest	zone	in	Marin	and	covers	over	
45	square	miles,	 including	the	City	of	Novato	plus	parts	of	unincorporated	Marin.	Zone	1	includes	 the	Novato	
Creek	Watershed	and	it	extends	from	San	Pablo	Bay	to	the	headwaters	about	6	miles	above	Stafford	Lake.	
	
Flood	Control	Zone	1	is	funded	through	a	portion	of	your	regular	property	taxes	from	properties	in	the	Zone	1	
watershed,	plus	a	benefit	assessment	that	was	voted	on	by	taxpayers	in	1984	($9.00/yr.)	An	additional	benefit	
assessment	of	$44/year	to	repair	failing	pumps	and	prevent	flooding	was	defeated	in	2017	by	FZ1	taxpayers.	
	
Funds	 are	 collected	 to	maintain	 and	 improve:	 over	 18	miles	 of	 creeks,	 4	 pump	 stations	 9	miles	 of	 levees	 on	
Novato	Creek	and	other	infrastructure	in	the	watershed.	
Approximately	 once	 every	 four	 years,	 accumulated	 sediment	 is	 removed	 to	 maintain	 the	 original	 design	
capacity	 in	 Novato	 Creek	 from	 the	 SMART	 rail	 bridge	 to	 Diablo	 Ave.	 The	 last	 sediment	 removal	 episode-	
(removal	of	dry	soil	in	dammed	section	of	Novato	Creek)	was	completed	in	2020	for	approximately	$1.7	million.	
	
High	Tides	Expected	Over	Next	Few	Months	
Based	 on	 tide	 predictions	 published	 by	 the	 National	 Oceanic	 and	 Atmospheric	 Administration	(NOAA),	 tide	
levels	that	could	be	high	enough	to	cause	roadway	flooding	in	coastal	and	bayside	areas	of	Marin	are	expected	
October	28-30,	November	24-28,	December	11-15	and	23-27,	and	January	9-13.	If	a	storm	happens	during	those	
times,	it	can	cause	tidal	surges	and	push	water	levels	significantly	higher	than	predicted.		

https://marinflooddistrict.org/2023-2024-high-tides-expected/	
Novato	 Creek	 has	 experienced	 significant	 floods	 in	 1940,1955,1982,	 1998,	 2006-07,	 2016,	 2017,	 2019,	
2020,	2022-23	being	noteworthy	with	flooding	events	becoming	more	frequent.	
 

 

Deer Island Basin Complex Wetland 
Restoration Design & Grant Applications 

https://marinflooddistrict.org/meetings/zone-
1-advisory-board-meeting-october-26-2023/ 
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Waterways Watch 
 

Brian Clark CSD Maintenance & Waterways 
Manager 

• Boaters - Please remember to close both 
gates after passing through the Navigational 
Locks. Not closing both of the gates is 
damaging to the system . 

• If you are having a problem with a boat 
ramp, lock, or the multi-court, please call the 
CSD office so that we can provide assistance. 
415-883-4222 

• If you observe excess water at any of our 
parks, again, please call the CSD office so 
that we can repair and maintain our 
landscape irrigation or drainage. 

• After using the Locks, please make sure that 
the swinging chain link gate is locked. 

• Also please make sure boat ramp gates are 
closed.  

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

District Manager Zone  
mgadoua@bmkcsd.us 

415-444-8222 
 

Sediment Removal Update 

	
• Operations	 pumping	 mud	 have	 increased	 from	

10-hour	days	to	12-hour	days,	7am	to	7pm.	
	
• Dixon	 Marine	 Services,	 Inc.,	 our	 Dredging	

Contractor	 will	 be	 seeking	 a	 two-week	
extension	 from	 the	 permitting	 agencies	 to	 go	
past	 November	 30th.	 This	 deadline	 is	 TBD	 at	
this	 time;	 please	 check	 the	 CSD	 office,	Website	
or	Marquee	for	future	updates.	

	

CSD Office Recent FAQ’s  
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TIPS FOR WINTER WEATHER PREPARATIONS by Jim Hale, ERT 
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Beautification Committee Update 
20 years ago the Beautification Committee was created to make the entrance of Bel Marin Keys 
beautiful and welcoming as you drive into the BMK.  It was designed and put together by 
volunteers and donations provided by our residents, and local volunteers including the Boy 
Scouts and led by volunteers & Vince Lattanzio. Today our entrance to the Keys is still 
beautiful but it needs a little attention and renovation.  So we have re-established our 
Beautification Committee to bring in some ideas and add some color to the entrance and first 
exposure to our community!! This improves everyone’s home values! We meet on the second 
Tuesday every month at 6:30 pm at the BMK Community Center. 

Not only do we discuss lots of topics related to our environment, but also I believe we all learn 
more about our environment and community!   At this time we have identified some beautiful 
colored plants that do not require a lot of water (drought tolerant) but will bloom for several 
seasons.  In our community we have used volunteers in the past and would like volunteers to 
help plant, so if you are interested give me a call at 415-320-5500 or come to a meeting!!  Our 
main objective is to do something good for our community while learning and having fun!! 
Students can volunteer for community service hours, required by many schools these days. 

Of course, we would welcome any donations for supplies and the labor for beautification will 
be by volunteers. After we work on improving and adding additional plants for color in the 
entrance along BMK Blvd, we plan on tackling some environmental restoration the BMK 
islands for our wildlife and the Bahama Reef Park!  Hope to see you soon!                                                                           
Oh, and if you hear about the Beauty Committee that's us!!  

Cheryl Furst, Director Bel Marin Keys CSD 

 

Example below of BMK Phase 1 Beautification of the BMK Entry completed in 2005 with 
donations from 110 residents, volunteer labor and $15,000 plus donated plant materials. 
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      BMK CSD PARCEL TAX OPTIONS 
 
 

Bonds  / Parcel Tax  / Mello Roos Funding Options 

 
Parcel Tax Even Distribution 

 
Original estimate 
 
 $2183/ yr  $182/month with 2 ½ % inflation/yr.    
 
 
 Has Been Reduced to: 
 
Current estimate to accommodate needs 
 
 $1,800 / yr.   $150/ month with 2 ½ % inflation/yr. 

 

Keep BMK Thriving  
Town Hall- Please Thank our 
KBT Volunteers ! 
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OTTER CROSSING - BMK BLVD Across From Pacheco Pond 

Just a quick note to ask those who speed in the strait-a-way along Pacheco Pond and the 
BMK Dredge Disposal Site to slow down a bit especially early morning and late 
afternoons & dusk. These are times when it’s always feels urgent for us to speed to get to 
work or are coming home. Unfortunately it’s also the time our river otter population likes 
to go from the Novato Creek and Pacheco Pond slough that connects it over to Pacheco 
Pond and the Hamilton Wetlands. Another point of note is that 
recently the Novato PD has been making an appearance in this 
stretch, for speeding, which is in their jurisdiction. Every year 
we lose several (1-3) of these cute little guys to a hit & run 
(usually it’s the young ones). Please slow down and maybe 
save a life.   
Thanks ! Sue Lattanzio 

Photo taken at 1092 BMK BLVD 
Welcome to the Keys Committee 

Mercy Angelopulos, CSD Board Member 
mangelopulos@bmkcsd.us - (415)233-0011 

 
     Bel Marin Keys had a Welcome to the Keys Outreach program, many years ago. We are starting a 
new committee after the Pandemic. 
 
     Our mission has many aspects: to inform, introduce, help get to know your neighbor, and mostly, to 
encourage communication plus a sense of belonging to this beautiful enchanting corner of the world - 
the Keys! 

     As the Chair, I am interested to hear other ideas on how to reach out to one another and develop a 
rollout plan of ideas in the coming months. We’re happy to introduce individuals and/or families to the 
multiple clubs we have. The committee can acquaint you with the CSD - Community Service District, its 
role and the resources it has available. 

     Please email or call me if you are interested in participating either as an established resident or a new 
resident, all and everyone is encouraged to share ideas on how to enhance our lives here in “The Keys!” 
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Pete from Pelican Patrol – 
Says Slow No Wake 
 

Emergency Response ERT       By Steve Nash ERT Chair 
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1160 Bel Marin Keys Blvd 
 

 

Bahia Today-  Preserve Our Home Values in BMK Now  
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